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hat auch die Semrmye des Shoku-Nihongi bearbeitet. Nachdem 
sein Ruf schon 1&ngst durch seine groBte Arbeit、das Koj 広 iden 
sowre durch viele andere Schriften begrandet war、hat er sich 
noch im hohen Alter mit den Semmyo beschaftigt, die erst 
2 jahre nach seinem Tode unter dem Titel ぐみ o る る z gz- と の 
S く zz- を zz 績 紀 歴 朝 認 詞 解 ErISuterungen der Edikte der 
aufeinandertolgenden 信 eren des Shoku-Nihongi" in 6 Banden 
veroffentlicht wurden. Hier zeigt sich vor allem die unGuber- 
treffhche VIeisterschaft der Sprache, mit der Mtotoori seine Aus- 
fGhrungen und ErIauterungen zu den SemmyG schrieb、 Es 
ist ein asthetischer Genu5, sein klares und vollendetes Tapanisch 
zu lesen. Aus seiner EinfGhrung zurm ふん o る を 7 Ceez- と み の SZ の yz- 
る zz koGnnen wir ein klares Bild von der Arbeit, der er sich unter- 
Zogen hat、gewinnen、 け m den Text der Semmyo testzulegen, 
hat er auBer den damals Yerbreiteten Blockdrucken des Shoku- 
Nihongi noch einige Mianuskripte kritisch vergleichend benutzt. 
Leider macht er keine naheren Angaben uber diese Vorlagen. 
Zunachst einmai numamerierte NTotoori die Semrmyo aus prak- 
Hschen Granden. Dann aber galt es vor allem, die Schreibung 
und somit die Lesung festzulegen. Vie ich schon obern kurz 
andeutete、war die Schreibung keineswegs so einheitich und 
korrekt, wie siec uns heute yoriiegt. Im allgerneinen schrieb 
man die SemrmyG derart nieder, daB man die Begriffsworter 
mit groBer geschriebenen chinesischen eichen wiedergab, 
wahrend man fr die Fiexionssilben kleiner geschriebene und 
nur nach ihrem Lautwecrt zu lesende eichen, gleichsam als 
Kana, braucBte. Als Beispiel diene der Ausdruck ヵ ozz-ZZ272Z- 
zzegz 東 朋 波 久 、Wahrend der Verbalstamm zozz- 婦 6 mt 
einem groBen chinesischen 乙 eichen 刺 geschreben ist、iSt die 
Flexionsendung - ぁ Z を zg durch die beiden phonetisch gebrauchten 
Zeichen 4z 波 und gz 久 wiedergegeben. Diesen ,,Mixed 
Phonetic Style'“* fndeny wir sowohl als Schreibweise for die 
Semmy6 (Sewzz-gg を z 宣 般 書 ), wie bei der Niederschrift des 
Kojiki。des MIanyGshu und der Norito verwendet、 Wir durfen 
nicht erwarten、dsB die Drucke und NMfanuskripte, die Motoori 
far seine Ausgabe benutzte、alle in korrekter SemmyG-Schreib- 
weise geschrieben oder gedruckt vorlagen. Im Laufe der Tahr- 
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whole qaestion of the gso-called “Divine Charaeters、” which Motowori。 
the most patriotie as well as the most learned of theJapanese er が 
dismisses in a note to the Prolegomens of js “Exposition of the 
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Records of Aneient MEatters with the yemark that they "arealate 
forgery over which no words need be wasted、 Bat as thiS mares 
pest has been imported into the discussion cf the Early Japamese soeial 
state, and as tbe point is one on which the absolute silence of the early 
fraditions bears such clear teskinony, it was inpossible to pass tbY 


without gome brief alHusien, 


た 
RELIGTOUS AND POLTTICAL IDEAS OF THE EARLY JAPANESE, BECINNINGS 
OF THER JAPANESE NATTON。AND CREDTBTLTTY OF THE 
NATTONAL RECORD8. 


The religious beliefs of the mmodeyn npholders of Shinto" may be 
aseertained without mueh 中 重 culty by s perusgl of the works of the 
leaders of the movement which has endeayoured during the last century 
and as haf to destroy the inHaence of Buddhismm and of the Chinese 
pbilosophy, And which has latterly suceeeded to some extent jn sapD- 
plantiing those two foreign systemms. But in Japan, as elsewhere, it has 
been jmpossible for men yeally to tarn back a thousand years in 
religious thought and act: mnd when we try to discover the prinitive 
opinions that were entertuined by the Japanese people prior to the 
introduetion of the Chinese culture, we are met by difieulties that at 
fxst seem insaperable. Tie doennents are seanty、and the medern 
eommentaries untrustworthy, for they areall written under the infleence 
of a preeaneeived opiuion. Loreover、the problem is Apparently com- 
plieated by anixtmre of races and mytholosies、and by a fltering in of 
CBinese ideas previons to the eompilnton of documents of any sort. 
though these sre considerntions which have hitherto seareely beeu taken 
jnto aceeount by foreignerg、and are designedY neglected an obseured 
by such nrrowly patriohe native wtters as Niotowoni and 革 rata. 

In the politieal field the dieulties are not less、but rather greater : 
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Way of the Gods.* The term wag mdopted in order to diSEiD&KuiSh the old natve 
beliefs 后 om Suddhismn Rnd ConfuciannSrn、 
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入 穫 下記 当 和 人 Q 忌 " 長 関 I 和 Em きとう 求 ズ 瑞 寒 王 由 到 設 民 O 提 座 奈 天 肝 
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departed lady, save the daughrer of the Emprcss Mothcr、 Shc indccd is > 
]ady of rare beaury.′ So she spoke to the Emperor、 and he, much wondcr- 
ing whattruth there was in it,]isrened with great atrecntion、The Emhress 
Mtorher heard of this with great alarm、for she remembercd wirh what oben 
crucelty thesinister Lady Kokiden had treated hcr formmer rival, and though 
she did not dare spcak obenly of her fcars、she was managing to dclay 
the girl's presentation, whcn suddenly she dicd. 

The Empcror, hearing that the bercavcd Princcss was tn a Yery desolate 
condition, sent word gently rclling hcr that he should henceforward look 
upon her as though she were onc of the Lady Princesses。his daughters. 
Her scrvants and guardians and hcr brorher、Prince Hyobukyo, thought 
that ]ifc in the Palacc mighr distract her and would at lcasr be bctter 
than the gloomy desolation of her home, and so they sent her to the Courr. 
She lived in aparrments called Fujirsubo (Wistaria Tub) and was known by 
this name. The Emferor could not deny thar she bore an astonishing 
resemblance to his beloved, She was howevcer of much higher rank、so 
that evetryone was anXious to lcase hecr、and。 whatever hapbened、they 
were Prepared to grant her the utmost licence: whcrcas thc dcad lady had 
been impcrilled by thc Emperor's favour only bccausc the Court was not 
willing to acccpt her、 

His old lovc did nor now grow dimmer。and though he somecrimes 
found solace and disrracrion in shifring his thonghrs from rhe lady who 
had dicd to the lady who was so much ike her, yer lifc remained for him 
a Sad busincSS. 

Genji (he of the Minsmoto clan'), as he was now called、 was con- 
stantly at the Empcror's side. He was soon quite at his case with the 
commonrun of Ladies in Waiting and Ladies of the Wardrobc,、 so it was 
not likely he would be shy with onc who was daily summoned to the 
Emperor's aPartumcnts. It was but natural that all these ladics shonld 
Yie eagcrly wich one anochcr for the ffst place in en 和 i's affccrionS」and 
rherc were many whomn in various ways be admired very much. But most 
of them bchayed in too grown-up a fashion: oniy one、 the newr PrinCesS, 
was pfetty and quire Young as well, and though she tried ro hide from 
him, ir as inevitable thar thsy should oftcn meet. He could not remem- 
ber his mother、but thc Datne of the Household had told him how very 
jike ro her the girl was、and this intercstcd his childish fancy」。and He 
would like to have bcen her grcat fricnd and lived wirh her always. 
One day thc Emperor said to hcr "Do not be unkind to him. 上 Hc is in- 
tcrestcd because he has heard rhat You are so ke his morher. Do nor 
think him impertinent, bur bshave niccly to him. You arc indced so Hike 
him in 1ook and fcatures thar You might well be his morher、 

And so, young though he was, fleeting bcauty rook its hold upon his 
thoughrs: hc fclr his fhrsr clear predilection. 

Kokidcn had never loved this ]ady too well、 and now her old cnmity 
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At first he thought they had merely peeped out as hey passed: but he soon 
resHized that they were standing on the foor they must be giants. No, evidently 
they had taken the touble to cjimb on to some table or bed: whieh was surely 


rather odd! (Cp. 92) 
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